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Pastor Pete’s Pen


“Dear Peter and Vi, This morning again when I opened my Bible for devotions,     I thought about you. Why? Because you gave me that Bible . . . and I hear good reports about your ministry. Yes, from Wilma. I’m so glad she is there to add to the music of your church. Two of my former choir people serving together again.”

That is a portion of a letter we received from Ruth Jay just before Easter. I first met her as Miss Johnson in 1959. Ruth was the director of Back to the Bible’s youth choir and the producer and the writer for Back to the Bible’s Saturday youth program. I remember coming into a large recording studio at 12th and M Streets, Miss Johnson being happy to see me, quickly introducing me to her accompanist, Mrs. Wilma Sundeen, and to a recording engineer, Mr. Herman Rohlfs. He adjusted the microphone to my height and the audition began. 

Being a fifth grader at the time my memory is not perfect, but I think we sang Jesus Love Me a number of times. Unknown to me Wilma was transposing in numerous keys to check out my range. She probably even put us into a minor key to see if my young ear would adjust. My take away memory is that these two gifted musicians made the experience exciting, not intimidating. Yes, I made it into the choir and was fortunate to sing through 9th grade, just as my voice began to change.

Miss Johnson was a force. Everyone knew our purpose was to glorify God by recording the best youth music possible. She focused the energies of 24 young singers on accomplishing what needed to be done with joyful concentration. We knew what she wanted – our best, and then for our best to become better. Some    of the requirements were:
1. Priority – being in the choir was our #1 priority.
2. Schedule – mandatory attendance at the Thursday after school rehearsal and Saturday morning recording sessions. Be early!
3. Memorization – all music had to be memorized. 3 – 4 songs every week, some with multiple verses.  
4. Concentration – during the 30 minute recording session, no talking, squeaking, fidgeting, sneezing, laughing – no noise. Listen to the parts of the program being recorded and watch Miss Johnson so you’ll be ready, at the right time, to quietly move to the choir risers, take your proper place and sing.

Equal to the lessons learned from the choral experience was the influence Miss Johnson gave to each of her singers. I didn’t know these words in 5th grade, but she was optimistic, full of joy and always positive – our rehearsals were happy (if you had your music memorized). As a young woman she invested in us, exampled for us and encouraged us to accomplish well beyond our abilities.

Now Miss Johnson is Ruth Jay. Her husband Dilbert is in glory waiting for Ruth to join him, and together they will worship the Savior. Ruth, the Lord willing, will be 99 in September. She writes a weekly devotional for the 300 senior saints in her church and has done that for 19 years. That’s a lot of creative ministry.

As I said earlier, Mrs. Ruth Johnson Jay is a force, a wonderful force for God and good in my life and thousands of others. A woman who loves Jesus and serves Him with everything she has, and then encourages everyone to join her in serving Him with gladness. Ruth wrote this poem for her Easter newsletter. 
The Easter Story
By Ruth Jay
(taken from the Gospels)

Most trees were used for structures
But one became a cross;
And on it hung my Savior,
To some, an awful loss.

Most nails were for construction,
But some pierced hands and feet;
And oh, how much He suffered, 
To make my life complete.

Most swords were tools in battle,
But one pierced through His side;
And out gushed blood and water,
The day my Savior died.

Most thorns were just discarded,
For Him, a crown was made;
And placed upon His forehead,
Oh what a price He paid.

Most graves were sealed securely,
And His was watched all day;
But suddenly it opened,
The stone was rolled away.

Most death reports when listed,
Were read by just a few;
But through God’s Word, the Bible,
The whole world sees it too.

Most sure is God’s provision,
The reason Jesus came;
His death, His resurrection,
Salvation in His name.

*   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *   *

Thank you, Lord, for giving each of us people in our lives who love You, and because of Your love, love us and encourage us to live for You. May we, likewise, love and encourage others so that together, we serve, honor and glorify Jesus Christ. Amen
A Heritage of Helping
[image: ]Spring has finally arrived and it looks like it is staying around for all the good times ahead this month!  To begin, Thursday, May 2,  is the 67th annual  National Day of Prayer.  Prayer always brings people together and this year’s theme is Love One Another (John 13:24).  At Immanuel, “Pastor Pete” and Vi will be in the Fellowship Hall from 11am – 1pm and are asking others to join them in praying for our country, our state, our city and our neighborhoods.

Next on the calendar is  the annual Lincoln Marathon and Half Marathon set for Sunday, May 5. Be sure and check the routes to avoid any delays in getting to church. (www.mapmyrun.com)

Tuesday,  May 7, is a very busy day! Lincoln residents will be voting on the next Mayor as well as City Council mmbers from Districts, 1, 2, 3 and 4 plus seats on the Airport Authority and LPS School boards.  The other BIG event May 7 is that GLL will be meeting. The evenings program will highlight the work the Lincoln Pregnancy Center is doing and their outreach on the UNL campus..

Fair warning: Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 12! 

Lastly, in May you will find graduations, Memorial Day and Teacher Appreciation Week (a lot of educators in the Immanuel Family to thank), Nurses Week (we all know a nurse we can thank), EMS Week (thank you First-Responders!) and National Police Week (appreciate those that put their life on the line daily). 

Immanuel Spotlight: Paul & Debbie Krantz
[image: ]Isn’t it amazing how God has a plan for our lives and we often fail to recognize it at the time?  Paul and Debbie Krantz “found” Immanuel via our church website and Pastor Pete’s sermons that are uploaded each week.  Many years before that, the wheels were set in motion as both Paul and Debbie grew up in Scottsbluff and attended the church Rev. Floyd Sauer pastored.  Even more amazing is that at age 10 Debbie remembers attending Bible studies at Willa and Richard ”Brother” Loos’ home. She and her younger brother would play with Richie and Toddy in the basement while the adults studied the Word of God. What a surprise when the Krantzs came to Immanuel the first time and there was Willa to greet them!  It was as if God was telling them the search for a home church was over.
After living in the Scottsbluff/Bayard area all their lives, how did Paul and Debbie end up at the other end of the state?  Answer: The John Deere dealership in Scottsbluff closed and Paul was offered the position of Sales Manager for Great Plains JD Equipment in Seward Ne.  Paul has been a John Deere man for over  33 years! Debbie’s work experience includes 13 years as a pre-school teacher at the Scottsbluff YMCA followed by Office Manager for an oncologist group. Currently, she is seeking to get back in the work force part-time.
Favorite things about Immanuel?
· Hearing the truth of God’s Word as it is shared each week plus the singing of the old-fashioned hymns with Wilma’s talented  accompaniment. Sundays are very special!
· The friendliness of the congregation and welcoming spirit.
· Friday night activities such as the Fish Fry and Movie Night.

Paul & Debbie say it best:  We look forward to worshiping at Immanuel for many years to come as we feel God has guided us here! 

Favorite Hymns:   Only Trust Him and Oh, How I Love Jesus

Favorite Verse:  For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ for it is God’s salvation for all that believe. (Romans 1:16)

Address: 2711 N. 75th St. (68507)

Phone: Debbie’s cell# - 402-631-3501
	Paul’s cell # - 308-631-8410
              Landline # - 402-805-4599

Birthday: Debbie- October 27
	   Paul-December 18

Anniversary: March 7, 1981

 Pastimes:  Paul enjoys working  in the yard, watching car auctions and TV shows about car restorations while Debbie enjoys cooking German dishes. Both follow college sports-football, volleyball and basketball. They are also ailurophiles (cat enthusiasts) with two fur babies 25-pound Slick and smaller, younger  Lucy and grand kitty Rosie who is known to give nice Christmas gifts not to mention Mother’s Day!

Children:  One daughter, Hilary, who is a Finance Director and married to Ryan Coufal, a soon-to-be Law School graduate. Both are alums of Nebraska Wesleyan and live in Omaha. 
Until next time,
Joyce
Guiding Light Ladies has a great meeting coming up May 7!  Representatives from Lincoln Pregnancy Center will be giving an update on their efforts in providing alternatives to abortion.  GLL starts at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Don't forget next Sunday, May 5, is the Lincoln Marathon!  Be sure and check the route to avoid any delays in getting to church.
Heritage Club-Watch your bulletins for upcoming Heritage Club Gatherings.
Vacation Bible School 2019 June 17,18,19,20 at 6:30-8:00pm Fellowship Hall
“Roar” is the VBS Theme

Sunday School
Children’s Sunday School- Sunday 9:15am in the lower level of the Church.
Adult Sunday School- 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall
Bible Study:
Lamb’s Club (Ram’s welcome) Tuesday 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.
Adult Bible Study- Tuesday 6:15pm in the Fellowship Hall

   May Birthdays				    Anniversaries		
  3 Kelli Burlingame	14 Debbie Hughes	11 Sam & Cheri Thaller	          
  3 Mike Will		15 Sherry Pawelko	17 Nancy & Jerry Edmunds   
  4 Lili Parks	             25 Middy Hughes           23 Kathy & Dave Worster          
  6 Savannah Brock	28 Sarah Loos         	26 Brian & Pam Will	       
  7 Heidi Rekart	             28 Dustin Brock	26 Scott & Kelly Snavely        
  8 Dean Pawelko 				          			          
  9 Kathy Worster							    

Shut-In’s
Marie Green  
Vangie Brehm
Mike Will  
Mary Kay Schafer
Elizabeth Bixby
[bookmark: _GoBack]Steve Swinscoe
Esther & Eddie Burback     
             Harry & MaryAnn Schneider 

Immanuel Military Prayer
Lord, please hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them and their families for their selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.  Amen
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