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Pastor Pete’s Pen
Developing a Standard for Excellence


I miss the Nebraska State Fair being in Lincoln. Our neighboring farmer made the prediction over 25 years 
ago that having the state fair in Lincoln was no longer serving the agricultural industry. And his prediction is 
now our reality. 

The reasons I miss the fair are probably some of the 
reasons the enterprise was not successful here in Lincoln. Vi and I would walk through the gates and begin our 
stroll past the food trucks and stands that were serving items that should not be consumed on a daily basis. 
But for one day a year – go for it!

The CORN DOG – the state fair is where I enjoyed 
my first corn dog. I wish I had savored that first bite, because it ruined me for life. In my mind, that was 
the ultimate combination of crunch and juicy dog. 
The only way it got better was by adding mustard. 
And it was portable. The perfect food.

Vi was a little harder to please. She held out for the 
meaty, smoked turkey leg. Claiming that turkey was 
much better for you, she tried to influence me but 
after much testing, the corn dog remained my favorite.

Knowing that my corn dog would be finished sooner 
than Vi’s turkey leg, we stopped at the “corn on the 
cob” stand and enjoyed a couple of ears of corn – lots 
of butter, pepper and salt. And lots of napkins too. 

Makes a person thirsty, but then I forgot about the lemonade. Vi claimed it was sugar water with a lemon thrown in. You can’t trust a person still gnawing on a turkey leg. So she sipped on a Diet Coke while I 
enjoyed my thirst-quenching, natural lemonade.

Oh yes, we saw the 4-H cooking and sewing exhibits, walked through the animal buildings and marveled at 
the huge agricultural equipment that was on display. 
But our state fair experience was really an expensive 
(in both calories and cost) progressive dinner. The only 
saving feature of our experience was we were usually too 
full to have one of those extravagant funnel cakes.

But in my mind, it established a standard of how a 
corn dog, sweet corn and lemonade should taste. I could 
say – that is the standard of excellence. But you would probably disagree because that was my standard, based 
upon my limited experience. And you would be right.


The need for a standard of excellence must be based on more than one person’s experience. We can argue over experiences and qualities of food, as those are fleeting, temporal items. What we must not argue about is a 
standard for right-living. 

What standard do we have that gives us a fool proof test 
for right-living? There is only one person who rises above everyone and by His life proves the truth of John 14:6. 
“I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to Father, except through me.” ESV  Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, is our standard of excellence for right-living. 

Psalm 15 gives us an Old Testament lesson of righteousness and Galatians 5 provides us two descriptive lists, one to avoid and one to emulate, that should help 
us in our desire to produce authentic right-living.

However, if you endeavor to accomplish right-living on you own, you will have made a good decision, but you 
will never be successful. The only way anyone can 
produce right-living is by:
#1 Knowing Jesus Christ as your personal Savior – 
John 3 provides a wonderful testimony of having
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
#2 Allowing the Holy Spirit, given to every believer 
at the time of salvation, to conform you into the image 
of the Savior. He will encourage, teach, convict, and lead you on paths of righteousness. Plus, He is the One who 
will never leave you or forsake you.
#3 Meditating on the Word of God regularly will 
provide you with the truths that, with the help of the 
Spirit of God, will produce right-living.
#4 Having a church, friend or family member who 
shares your desire for right-living, one who will hold 
you accountable and encourage you in the Lord and 
biblical truth, is invaluable and biblical.

Romans 12:1 & 2 encourages us in our life-long pursuit of right-living. I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 2 Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. ESV

May God help us.


A Heritage of Helping
[image: ]September is here and fall is in the air!  From the start of harvest to pumpkin patches and hayrack rides, this is the time of year to be mindful of God’s goodness.  
It is also the 18th Anniversary of the September 11th attacks.  In some ways it doesn’t seem possible it has been that long ago.  While we recognize the darkness of that day, we also see the resilience of our nation. 
Member Spotlight
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Description automatically generated]From agriculture expert to accomplished baker and cook, Lauren Schroeder is a lady of many talents. Raised on a Howells, NE farm, Lauren is from a family with deep roots in the farming community. Her father coaches wrestling and teaches Voc-Ag at West Pint H.S. and has over 100 FFA students he currently mentors.  Lauren is third in a family of seven has one sisters and five brothers including a set of twins.
If you need help picking out a cut of meat or knowing how to cook it, Lauren is your go-to person. She grew up showing pigs, sheep and cattle and received numerous 4-H and FFA awards for her judging and showing abilities.   The summers were always full of county fair activities and nowadays, her nieces and nephews are following in her footsteps. Most recently, her nine-year-old nephew won Junior Showmanship, Division Champion and Grand Champion all in one day!  
Lauren attended UNL majoring in Ag Leadership and Animal Science. Along the way she found herself moving towards the business arena. She has worked for Nelnet eight years and was recently promoted to Analyst.





What I love about Immanuel:  The size and friendliness. It reminds me of the church I grew up in in Howells.
Favorite hymn:  Amazing Grace and just about any Christmas carol.
Favorite verse: Matthew 7:7 Ask and it shall be given to you; seek, and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you.
Interests: I have a miniature dachshund named Milo.  I love to cook and grill.  I also love movies of all kinds, especially Hallmark come December.
Contact Information:
1. Address: 924 N. 58th St. (68505)
1. Phone: 402-202-3926
1. Email: L_Schroeder7@hotmail.com
1. Birthday: December 31
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Description automatically generated]Guiding Light Ladies will meet Tuesday, Sept. 3, at 6:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  Guest speaker will be LPD Officer Chassidy Jackson-Goodwin of the Crime Prevention Unit.  She will be giving advice on staying safe wither it be at home, at work, alone or in a crowd.  Some of the questions she will be addressing include what to be aware of, when to call 9-1-1 and are some of the stories you hear true.  Feel free to invite a friend to hear this important presentation.

CLEAN OUT THE CLOSET AND BRING THOSE EMPTY SHOE BOXES WITH YOU TUESDAY NIGHT.  GLL is collecting shoe boxes for a Christmas project that involves another community group that will be packing gift boxes for children at the People’s City Mission. Matt Talbot and Good Samaritan Purse.  SET 2019 MEETING

Heritage Club- Movie Night September 20th at 6:15pm.  Please, bring your comfy chair if desired, drink and an “Immanuel” Snack to share.   Come early to eat and get settled in.  Friends are always welcome.  This is a great way to enjoy fellowship and get to know other church members.
The movie will start promptly at 7:00pm 

Sunday School
Children’s Sunday School- Sunday 9:15am in the lower level of the Church.
Adult Sunday School- 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall
Bible Study:
Lamb’s Club (Ram’s welcome) Tuesday 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall.
Adult Bible Study- Tuesday 6:15pm in the Fellowship Hall


       






  September Birthdays
3 Levi Holryod        21 Dustin Skinner	   
3 Rick Rekart	21 Kim Costanzo	 
3 David Pawelko      21 Sam Bokelman       	 
5 Stacy Stasenka      25 Mary Swinscoe     	
7 Jackie Bickford     27 Donna Day       		                            
10 Jess Hughes        27 Dave Halvorsen	                                      
17 Jeff Grasmick     27 Don Nielsen		                      
19 Richard Singer 						
Anniversaries
22  Rick & Bobbie Loos

Shut-in’s
[bookmark: _GoBack]Marie Green, Vangie Brehm, Mike Will, MaryKay Schafer, Billy & Virginia Rekart,Esther & Eddie Burback, Harry & Mary Ann Schneider, Elizabeth Bixby.

Immanuel Military Prayer
Lord, please hold our troops in your loving hands.  Protect them as they protect us.  Bless them and their families for their selfless acts they perform for us in our time of need.  Amen
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